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CANADA 

I. C A N A D A  A N D  THE IMPERIAL PROBLEM. 

RESENTLY, and perhaps sooncr than they expect, P one question wiil dcmand an answer from the Canadian 
peoplc-What are we going to do about the govcrnmcnt 
of the Empire ? Not many months ago a large proportion 
of Canadians would have replied unhesitatingly : " We 
have been getting along very wcll as  we are. Why disturb 
things ? They will gct done in the old British fashion, by 
which the nccd becoming insistent brings with it the neces- 
sary action." No community was ever more deeply 
imprcgnatcd with the mid-Victorian doctrine of laissez- 
faire than Canada. Nowhcrc was there a larger number 
of thoughtful people who were in fact, without perhaps 
realising it, political fatalists. Thcy dcnicd the duty of 
foresight in only one department of life, and that perhaps 
the most important of all-the sphere of national politics. 

It would now be difficult to gct anybody to take seriously 
a warning against being drawn into the " vortex of Euro- 
pean militarism." In defcnce of libcrty we have not been 
drawn, but we have walked willingly, cheerfully, and even 
cagcrlj into the vortex, and in the vortex we shall stay 
until the matter is decided. In thc remoteness and the 
irresponsibility of the colonial status the voice of duty in 
world affairs sounded very faint. Now, many voices are 
calling us, and all that Canada is waiting for is to find the 
true answcr. 

The clcction of Dcccmber, 1917, represcnted more than 
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Canada and the Imperial Problcnn 
the assertion of union in defence of British ideals. It was 
equally the defeat of a whole legion of phrases and ideas 
that had for many years acted as a soporific to our national 
conscicncc. Many carncst and thoughtful people who u p  
to the outbreak of the war had a sincere belief in the 
formulz of Zuimz-faire Liberalism are now still fervent 
Liberals in the best sense of the word, but full of belief in 
what organiscd, continuous human thought can do to  
effect the bcst purposes in national life. This is a mmtal 
revolution, a complete change of direction, and it fits us 
to face the'problcms of reconstruction in a large and 
courageous way. 

To  say that this change of feeling was universal or that 
it was absolutcly unqualified would be to exaggerate the 
situation. Behind the willingness and anncty of a large 
majority of the Canadian people to take part in an effective 
orgnnisation of the British Commonwealth lie certain 
misgivings and certain fairly definite rescrvations. Thcrc 
is a feeling of irritation at  any insistcnce on rigid and 
inflexible alternatives. It has been said that thcre is no 
British Commonwealth, or at  least there is no real state 
that can properly be described as the British Common- 
wealth, because the will of the various parts of thc Com- 
monwealth is not expressed by a dircct method through a 
representative body upon the model of the British Parlia- 
mem. T h e  Canadian would deny this, and he would say 
that there is such a state. It may not be pcrfect, it  may 
need various changes, but he would deny that there is not 
room in the world for the formation of a genuine state 
based on something different and more flexible than 
anything that can be expressed in a written constitution 
embodying an Impcrial Parliament. Rightly or wrongly, 
there is an instinctive fccling among probably a large 
majority of Canadians that the possibilities of an effective 
government of the Empire are not exhausted by thc 
single category of parliamentary representation. 

To state precisely what is thc Canadian point of view 
833 
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Canada 
in regard to a solution of thc Imperial problem is difficult, 
if not impossible. hIany facts contribute to  this. T h e  
population of Canada is gcographically scattered, and 
includes imperfectly assiniilatcd elements of various races; 
A hundred years of peace havc given timc and opportunity 
for economic development, but have brought none of the 
stern external pressure that wclds nations into onc. 
Lnimz-faire Libcralism, which has been our dominant 
political philosophy, is in itself a social solvcnt, and since 
the accomplishment of Confederation therc has becn no 
great intcrnal question to bind together the’elements of 
Canadian national lifc. So far as tlic political history of 
Canada has been conccrned \vitli exterior affairs, we have 
been engaged mainly in extracting from the Imperial 
Govcrnmcnt instalment after instalmcnt of constitutional 
powers, until thew remains practically nothing to  obtain 
othcr than the rcsponsibilitics that belong to tlic Indian, 
Colonial, and Forcign Offices. Although through the 
pcriod during which this process was proceeding there 
was a constant decrease and final disappearancc of any 
bitterness in thc controvcrsics involved, tlic rcsiduary 
deposit of it all is a certain sense of implied opposition to  
Downing Strcct and a shcaf of phrases which, like mum- 
mies, adorn our historic museum. 

Sincc bitterness vanished, and the sting departed from 
the relations bctwccn the Colonial Officc and the Dominion 
Govcrnmcnt, thcrc remaincd littlc consciousncss in most 
pcople’s minds that intcr-Imperial relations presented any 
problem worth discussing. So it has come about that 
there is very little material in the way of newspapcr articles 
and spccchcs to document an inquiry into Canadian opinion 
on the subject. 

It is not true that thc groups of opinion on this great 
subject arc divided horizontally or by class, but undoubtedly 
a great deal of earnest opposition to all that a misleading 
historic nomenclature styled “ Imperialistic ” plans has 
come with the immigration of British labour. This 
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Canada and the Imperial Problem 
influence is considerable and is reinforced by an economic 
view of human deveIopment, mainly imported from 
British University circles. This particular form of criti- 
cism regards Imperialism as a capitalistic ambition that 
*leaves out of account the value of human souls. Also it 
is conceived of as a plan associated with the constant 
expectation of, and preparation for, wars. Curiously 
enough, the people who hold these views will readily admit 
that even after this present conspiracy against human 
liberty is disposed of, it cannot be expected that wc shall 
immediately come into a millennium of peace. 

Amongst other influences, more or less indirect, 
there is underlying all this a very intricate piece of 
continental history. North American pacificism, asso- 
ciated in the United States with the hlonroc Doctrine, 
has been n curious mixture of the theory of the hcrmit 
state with an almost exaggerated sense of separation from 
the rest of the world and a vague cosmopolitanism that 
refused to rccognise diff crences between other peoples 
so long as they wore more or less the same clothes. 
Followed to its logical conclusion, this cosmopolitanism 
meant that to right the wrongs of the world, help the 
oppressed, and see justice done a thousand wcak voices 
should be raised, but not one strong arm. 

It may be taken for granted that we in Canada wish 
with our whole hearts, first, to remain an integral part of 
the Ernpire, and through it to  take our share in maintaining 
riglit and justice in the world ; second, w e  wish to be 
and remain strong enough to maintain right ; third, we 
wish to do nothing t h a t  by over-assimilation with the 
other elements of the Empire will disintcgratc the thing 
that w e  have come to regard as Canadianism. 

The argument that in older to carry out thc first two 
of thcsc three conditions thc organisation of the British 
Commonwealth must be brought to the point of a common 
Parliament for limited specific purposes is difficult to meet. 
Logically considered there seems to bc no reason ivhy, as 
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Canada 
the result of this war, some such complete remaking 
of the constitutional relations of the Commonwealth 
should not be consummated a t  once. It is difficult to 
think of any permanent rcsting-place behveen the present 
position of Canada and her sister Dominions in the British 
Commonwealth and the establishment of a genuine 
federation. But in spite of logic the achievement of such 
an ideal is even yet considered by probably the majority 
of Canadians as either improbable or a t  least likely to  be 
reached only by slow stages of development. There is 
a general feeling of suspicion of any scheme of organisation 
laid down in great detail, and the insistence on rigid altcr- 
natives between some fully developed plan of federation 
or ultimate separation is resented. T h e  creation of the 
Imperial War C'itbinct including representatives of the 
Dominions and  of India has been generally looked upon 
with favour, perhaps because the Canadians ~ v h o  represent 
their country are the Prime Minister and those appointed 
by him. It may be difficult, for the present a t  least, 
to have any more direct Canadian representation in the 
central councils of the Commonwcalth. 

There are dangers attached to the use of all labels. 
Co-operation is too vague a term to use as a definite 
classification. Necessarily federation involves and includes 
co-operation, but it is co-operation of a dcfined and organ- 
ised description. Inversely what is popularly described 
as co-operation may under favoui able conditions gradually 
take on the more intimate and dcfincd characteristics 
of federation. Those conditions can hardly be present 
as between communities not associated by a long common 
history. T h e  " like-mindcdncss " that can only grow out 
of a common history supplies just that element of 
permanence in human relations qualitatively different from 
anything that comes under the .category of alliance. 
Those who think of the British Commonwealth as a kind 
of Britannic Alliance confuse a contractual relation between 
separate states and a natural organic development such 

836 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
Q

 L
ib

ra
ry

] 
at

 0
0:

35
 0

4 
Ju

ne
 2

01
6 



Canada and the Imperial Problem 
- 

as the slow cvolution of the British Empire into a common- 
wealth of nations. 

The grcat war has brought about an alliance of demo- 
cratic peoples, and an earnest desire for its permanence, 
so that for thc future predatory wars may become impossiblc 
or at  lcast dificult. Wc all wish for such a consummation, 
but in the mcantime a quarter of the woild’s population, 
already bound together by ties that lie deep in history, 
awaits only the exercise of adequate political wisdom in 
order to become a pcrmanent guarantee of international 
amity. It constitutes in itself a vast and successful 
expciimcnt in liberal internationalism. 

An alliance with the United States, and possibly with 
France and Italy, for thc preservation of the world’s 
peace would be not more but much less difficult for the 
British Commoniwalth as a coherent whole than for .its 
parts. Still there remain the hesitation and doubts that 
centre round the word co-operation. They havc not been 
expressed in any very orderly fashion. Nor is it  easy to 
collate the fragments availablc and put down in plain 
words whnt is in many cases instinctive and vague as well 
as modified by a fccling on the part of many that they do 
not wish to  argue in set tcrms against what they arc willing 
to admit is a fine conception of Imperial destiny. 

We fccl, for example, t h a t  tlic analogies of Scotland and 
Ireland and of the United States arc incompletc and not 
convincing. One asks whether there are not such things 
as esscntial gcographical unities. Looking back upon 
history, was it not inevitable that the British Isles should 
become one statc in the most complete scnse of the word ? 
Was it not equally certain that the colonies of South Africa 
should unite under one governmcnt I .And d i f f i d t  as 
the project that lay before Alexander Hamilton may have 
sccmcd a t  the time, the North American Colonics in their 
revolt were nearly sure to come together as they did. 
There wcrc obvious historical reasons why Canada should 
not then havc been included in this combination, and 
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Canada 
these reasons remained adcquatc for the establishment of 
a completely separate cxistcnce. T h e  problcm of uniting 
a number of communities widely scattcred over the world 
that have already proceeded far on thc path to  nationhood 
is not only bigger and more difficult but different. 

Thcrc sccm to be two vital rcquiremcnts in any plan 
for adcquate unification. One is the elimination of 
possible opposition between two loyalties. T h e  other is 
thc organisation for defence, a defence rcady to  niect not 
sloiv-moving forces, but rapid, violent attacks such as 
that with which this present war was begun, and one in 
which we may say that the world was saved by the rcadi- 
ncss of the British navy, thc French conscript and tlic 
small British army. 

It has been suggested that in dealing with foreign 
Poivcrs it is of thc utmost importance tlint those rcprc- 
scnting the state should h o w  accurately and ccrtainly 
what forccs are a t  tlic disposal of the state for immediate 
action, and that for this purpose under present conditions 
all that can bc immcdiatcly considcred as  available are thc 
army and navy of the British Isles. A Canadian is dis- 
posed to say that the action of the Dominions in this war 
deprivcs that nrgurncnt of validity. In any just war he 
would say the Dominions would immcdintelp and auto- 
matically givc all they had or all that was rcquircd. If he 
was mct by the question-Who is to decide whether the 
war is just ?-he would probably say that this presents no 
practical difficulty, and tha t  the British Government of 
the day would be given the bencfit of the doubt. Over 
and above all this there is the hope that -an intensive 
organisation of future war6 is the less necessary because, 
in the first place, such Powcrs as may be left under an 
autocratic form of government after this war will hesitate 
a long time before embarking on a predatory war. 

There is a significance in the slowness of the United 
States in coming into this war apart from the Monroe 
Doctrine or any other political explanation. It may be 
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h/Iilitar-y Service and the Farmer 
that when thc world is in the main occupicd by great 
democratic states, the unwillingness of a11 of thcni to makc 
war will bring about much the same slowncss in military 
prcparations as mnrkcd thc position of the Unitcd States 
in the first ycars of the great war which now convulses thc 
nations. But we cannot yet rcly upon any such dclibera- 
tion in the ivnrlike decisions of aggrieved nations. 

In  the meantime, for nearly four ycars wc of this old 
British Empire havc been “ doing things togcthcr.” I t  
cannot count for nothing in the futurc of Canada that all 
this while her young men havc fought and dicd in Flanders, 
France, and many another still more remote battlcficld for 
a grcat principle and as brotlicrs in amis with rncn froni 
ever>, part of the Empire, or that a t  home thousands of 
Canadian rncn and womcn havc givcn thcnisclvcs to the 
sclf-sacrificing work of thc British and Canadian Rcd Cross, 
thc Patriotic Fund, and a dozen other arduous activities. 
Thcsc are the grent secular proccsscs by which barriers arc 
beaten down, misundeistandings rcmovcd, and the lcssons 
of a common scrvicc learned. The war has not taught us 
unity of purposc, but has dcnionstratcd its cxistcncc. Our 
security against the dangcrs of dual and conflicting loyal- 
ties must rest upon an cssential like-mindcdncss. No 
constitution can in itself protcct a federation sbsolutcly 
from tlic dcfcction of one of its mcmbcrs. But it may b j  
wiscly facilitating thc carrying out of common purposcs 
make such a defcction inconccivable. 

11. MILITARY SERVICE A N D  THE FARMER. 

NTIL the spring of 1918 the supply of recruits U under thc Military Service Act seemcd adequate to 
the demand. By thc time Parliament assembled, howcver, 
it was cvident that the IOO,OOO rncn authoriscd by this 
statute could not be produced by thc machinery which it 
sct up. The  shortage was duc to tlw cxccssivC number of 
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Canada 
exemptions granted by the tribunals. Of those exempted 
the great majority were cngagcd in agriculture, and had 
been given assurance that while they were bonnfide farmers 

T h e  
demand for increased production, in the absence of official 
advice to the contiary, lcd most of the men in the agri- 
cultural class of military age to take advantage of the 
opportunity afforded them to remain a t  their rcgular 
employment. 

Thc situation already was becoming difficult when the 
grcat Geiman offensive placed an  entirely different com- 
plexion on the matter. Under the pressure of events the 
rcinforccmcnt of the army became of urgent and pnramount 
importance. In conscquencc the Government prepared 
an Ordcr in Council cancelling all exemptions, except for 
physical disability, which had been granted to men of the 
ages of 20, 21, and 22 years. This Ordcr was presented to  
both Houses of Parliament, After a secret session, at 
which the gravity of the emergency was  explained, i t  
passed, not without a division in which the Opposition 
based its objection on technical grounds, and was signed 
on April 20, 1918. 

The  burden of this measure fell chiefly on the farming 
class, which hitherto had occupied a privileged position. 
The contention was at  once raised by the fxmers that if 
" food will win the war " men must be left to produce it. 
Canada as a grcat wheat-producing country has, of 
course, obvious 1 esponsibilities to discharge in victualling 
the Allied forces, but the Dominion has also undertaken a 
military obligation in the war which, although bound by 
no agreement or undertaking, she is determined never to 
forswear. It can be regarded as unthinkable that Canada 
should ever abandon her four divisions now in Belgium and 
France. 

After the passage of the Order in Council of April 20 

the farmers commenced an agitation for the repeal of the 
measure. This began with a deputation, chiefly from the 

r farm labourcrs they would not be called up. 
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Military Service and the Farmer 
farms of Ontario and Quebec, which met the Prime Minister 
at Ottawa in a delegation 5,000 strong, apparently hoping 
that numbers would reinforce argument. Their efforts, 
however, Ivcrc unavailing, and the protests of the farmers 
havc since beenyconfined to  agricultural conventions and 
to certain periodicals which cspousc the agricultural 
interest. 

Apart from the 
charge against the Government of breach of faith, 
which in the light of the emergency which caused its 
action has no force, they claim, in the first place, that the 
cancellation of the exemptions will materially lessen 
production, and, secondly, t h a t  the measure in cases where 
the “ draftee ” is the only able-bodied man on a farm will 
cause undue hardship. There is no answer to the first 
contention. The  output of the farms will unquestionably 
be lessened, but in this crisis the vital issue is being dccidcd 
in the line in Belgium and France, and the need of increased 
man-power, for the present, outweighs that of increased 
production. The  second point has a greater validity, and 
to meet it an Order in Council has been passed whereby 
provision is made for extended leave of absence for men 
who arc the sole support of helpless dependents. 

The position of the farmers in relation to military 
service raises certain questions of general interest. T h e  
agricultural community in Canada has by tradition been 
a privileged class. The farmer for generations has been 
regarded as the “ backbone of the country.” This is not 
without a certain economic justification. Before the war 
the quantity of farm products exported measured more than 
half of the total national exports. We are still in Canada 
chiefly a rural community, and the last census shows that 
over half the population of Canada live either in the 
country or in villages with a population of under 500. 
The  price of wheat, the staple product of the Dominion, 
can be said to set the standard for a11 prices in the country. 
Impressed by such facts, one school of thought, strongest 

T h e  fxniers’ contention is twofold. 
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Canada 
in the West,::liolds t h a t  Canada is destined to be primarily 
an agricultural country. 

The farmer, therefore, has some ground for a sense of 
spccial importance. Unfortunately this fecling has not 
led to the breadth of outlook which might bc expected of 
him. This may be nccountcd for in various ways. The 
Canadian farmer lcads an isolated life, although thc rural 
telephone and rural postal dclivcry have of late years 
brought him much nearer to thc outside world. T h c  
movcment for good roads, stimulated by the inexpensive 
motor car, tends too to confer social as well as economic 
advantages, but the Northern winter and the great area 
of the farms, especially in thc Wcst, will continue to give 
rural life a remotcncss from the centres of thought and 
activity, and in consequence the farmer is likely to continue 
to  concentrate unduly on his own affairs and to think of 
the world in terms of his local requirements. It is remark- 
able, in view of thc parochialism t h a t  has thus almost 
bcen thrust upon the farmers, t ha t  they have been so 
ready to grasp the significance of the dominant issue of the 
day and that their sons have bcen willing to volunteer-as 
they have in many thousands-to risk their lives in the 
defence of a principle. As a matter of fact, the farmers as 
a class are fundarncntally loyal and liavc always proved their 
loyalty when tlie issue h a s  been clearly placcd before them. 

The  farmer in Canada has developed a distinct class 
consciousness. His is a scattercd community ; but he 
occupies it alone, and as  yct tlie country is not invadcd by 
city folk, except as transient visitors. Nor, as in the case 
of the old world, are there residents in thc rural districts 
whose position lends them a broad outlook on affairs. 
Between the town and country in Canada there is as yet 
a considerable gulf of interest. The farmer, whose mind 
docs not easily grasp abstract facts, finds it difficult to 
believe that the bankers and merchants are not getting 
the better of every busincss transaction in which he is 
concerned. 
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Further Notes on Titles 
Again, the fat nicr, likc all men who lcarn their trade 

empirically, rcgard it as an arcanum. This clement tends 
to complicatc the agricultural position of the moment. 
There arc men and womcn in plcnty who arc anxious to 
assist as amateurs in the work of agricultural production, 
but thc farmer cannot rcalise that without a laborious 
apprcnticeship such assistancc can be of use to him. If 
he wcre more alive to thc value of instruction the con- 
scripted hircd man could be morc casily replaced. 

T h e  new National Register has revcalcd that a large 
percentage of those who arc familiar with Lrm work arc 
willing in this crisis to cmploy their knowledge. Efforts 
arc bcing made in various parts of the country to give 
adcquatc emergency training to temporary farm workers. 
Beforc long we shall, no doubt, see many such war workcrs 
on the land. This movcmcnt, if widespread, will, of course, 
provide a solution to  the problem of cffecting a balance 
bctwcen military effort and increased production. It will 
havc a further advantage of bringing city and country closer 
together in a common cause. The  consequent exchange 
of ideas should have thc pcrrnancnt cffcct of giving each 
a wider outlook. 

111. FURTHER NOTES ON TITLES. 

EFERENCE has already been made in THE ROUND R TABLE to the Parliamcntary debate on titles which 
occurred during thc last Scssion. The discussions on 
this subject, both in the House of Commons and in thc 
Prcss, arc perhaps significant enough in their implications 
to merit further attention; otherwise many persons in 
the Dominion may seem to haw shown little sense of 
proportion by engaging in a controversy on ' thc  award 
of decorative distinctions a t  a time when the future of 
civilisation itself is a t  stake. 

It Perhaps we arc a littlc self-conscious in the matter. 
843 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
Q

 L
ib

ra
ry

] 
at

 0
0:

35
 0

4 
Ju

ne
 2

01
6 



Canada 
might be urgcd that, if we had both a kccner scnse ot 
humour  and a more robust faith in the rcal democracy of 
this country, we should be less conccrncd with the titular 
embellishments of a feiv of its citizcns. But such cxternals 
are, aftcr all, not without conscqucncc to tlie future of the 
Dominion. It is wise to  be ovcr-anxious that title and 
mcrit should be closcly relatcd. We h a m  no historical 
justification for the cstablishmcnt in Canada of principles 
which should rcmain peculiar to Dcbrctt. 

Two important points in rclntion to’ the subjcct of 
titles will doubtless be scttlcd in accordance with the 
Order in Council which early in tlie Scssion was laid on 
the  table of the House.. It is unlikely that the Prime 
Minister will mcct with any difficulty in his effort to  
establish the principle by which honours in Canada shall 
be bestoivcd on the rcconimcndation of the Ministry of 
the day, although it FVRS rcvcaled during tlie course of 
thc debate that a similar request made of Nlr. Chnmbcrlain, 
whcn lie was Secrctary for the Colonies, WIS  not succcssful. 
Such a step involves the extinction of almost the last 
yrcrogntive of the Crown in the Dominion ; but never- 
thclcss it docs no more than place thc Governmcnt of 
Canada with regard to titlcs of honour on the same footing 
as that of the United Kingdom, where few distinctions are 
grantcd savc on the recommendation of the Nlinistry. 
The stxtus of “ mistrcss in one’s own house,” long since 
unreservedly granted to  the Dominions as much morc than 
a privilege, should imply the right of dctcrniining who 
should occupy the posts of honour in the I~ousehold. 

The settlement of the second question, that of the 
bcstoivnl of hereditary honours, is bound up with the 
dccision which in all probability will be made in reference 
to the first. I f  rcconimcndations in such mattcrs rest 
with the responsible Govcrnmcnt, it  is cstrcrnely unlikcly 
that peerages or baronetcies will ever again be conferrcd 
on CanPdian citizens. 

The status of the heirs of csizting titlcs prcscnts a morc 
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Further Notes on Titles 
difficult problem. Tlie Order in Council of March 25, 
1918, announces in this connection that " appropriate 
action " will be taken to provide that " no title of honour 
hcld by a subject of His Majesty, now or hereafter ordi- 
narily resident in Canada, shall be recogniscd as having 
hereditary effect." Tlie question involves legal intricacies 
connected with the st;?tus under the Crown of a pccr or 
baronet, which would complicate any legislative remedy. 
It is more than likcly that such a statcmcnt of Government 
policy as has already been made in Canada, supported by 
a widespread public opinion, will lend the inheritors of 
honours to take hold of the problem thcmselvcs and settle 
it by their own good sense. This would offer a more 
dignified and cffcctive rcmcdy than that of a levelling 
ordinance imposcd by statute. 

Had not the Govcrnmcnt already bccn conimitted to a 
wiscly moderated policy in the matter of honours, the 
effort of an ultra-Radical wing in the House to carry a 
measure prohibiting the award of any titles in Canada 
would undoubtcdly havc bccn successful, in the Commons 
at least. The  vote on this question, however, was re- 
gardcd by the Government as one of want of confidence, 
and the ' root and branch ' movement was therefore stayed. 
The Prime Minister has been criticiscd in some quarters 
for his action in thus curbing the iconoclastic zeal of 
certain members of the Unionist part). It is not to be 
doubted, howcvcr, that his policy is a true interpretation 
of the sober opinion of the elcctoratc both overseas and a t  
home. 

It is impossible to say what will be the future develop- 
ment of public opinion on the question of titles. One 
thing is certain, that the over-gcncrous distribution of 
honours which the action of the Govcrnmcnt was meant 
to check would have quickly evoked a very radical senti- 
ment with icgard to the question. The reccnt Dominion 
honours lists have upset oui sense of values. Most 
Canadians until recently-perhaps rather naively-asso- 
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Canada 
ciatcd the honour of knighthood with distinguiahcd public 
scrvicc. Almost thc first men in this country to be thus 
honoured werc the statesmen to whom wc owe Confcdcra- 
tion. The  dignity, used then only as a reward for genuine 
merit, can still bc rcservcd for the same lofty purpose. 
Whcn thus confcrrcd, irrcspcctivc of wcalth or poverty, it 
would act as a wliolcsomc corrective of that point of vicw 
which seems to rcgnrd the possession of mcrc richcs as an 
honourable distinction in itself. But if honours are to 
cease to be honourable, and distinctions from their vcry 
number can no longcr “ distinguish,” thcn let us have done 
with such a travesty of chivalry. 

If the award of titles and honours in Canada be allowcd 
to rcst on the advice of thc Dominion Government, and if 
the Governments of thc futurc fall heir to the policy of the 
present h h i s t r y ,  it may bc assumcd that titles, honestly 
and sparingly awardcd, will remain a n  innocuous, and even 
a uscful, element in our national life. Knightly honours, 
mhcn borne by knightly figures, make a very proper appcal 
to the historical imagination, and s j  rnbolise the tradition 
and the unitj  of the British Commonwealth. But it 
should be rcmembcrcd that thc rcccption into orders of 
chivalry of Canadians whose armour is not regarded a t  
homc as entirely unsullicd has a disintegrating effcct on 
opinion a t  large. The Crown as the tlieoretical fountain 
of honours cannot bc entirely dissociated in the public 
mind from what is done vicariously on its behalf. Cana- 
dians liave vcry general affcction for the monarchy as a 
splendid and irreplaceable symbol of British tradition. 
They arc the more jealous, therefore, of its prestige. 

IV. THE WOMAN’S MOVEMENT I N  CANADA. 

cannot be said that there has hitherto bcen a Woman’s IT Movement, as such, in Canada. This is due partly to 
thc advantages of wornan’s position in Canadian social 
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The Wornan’s Movement in Canada 
life and partly to her disadvantages. T h e  provincial 
educational systems are, with some exceptions in the 
Province of Quebec, based almost entirely on co-education. 
For many years the universities have been open equally to 
both sexes, as have also the professions. In  the general 
social life of the Dominion women mix much more freely 
with men than in Great Britain. 

On the other hand, women have been much more 
occupied with their honics, and much more wholly a b  
sorbed than in Great Britain in the domestic life of the 
community. Therc has been no economic injustice to  
women as  such, giving, as in Great Britain, a sting to the 
suffrage agitation. If, for example, the life of the Canadian 
farmer’s wife lias been a hard one, so also has that of her 
husband. As teachers and stenographers, as clerks and 
workers in large business establishments, womcn Iiavc on 
the whole been paid an adequate wage, little, if a t  all, 
inferior to that  of men. I f  in some cases women have 
been sweated, these have neither been numerous enough 
nor gross enough to provoke widespread comment. Even 
in war time women have not as yet been used to anything 
like the extent that they have in Great Britain. Never- 
theless, with very little dislocation we suddenly find both 
the Provincial and Federal Governments enfranchising 
practically all women. 

Though there has been no  widespread agitation for the 
suffrage, there have been organisations which have kept it 
before the public. T h e  movement in its favour in Great 
Britain has been followed with increasing interest. A 
greater cause of this is, however, that social and political 
life in Canada is in a much less forniulated state than i r  
Great Britain, and in this there is a t  least the advantage 
that change does not have to strive against the tcriiblc 
inertia of organised respectability. There is much less 
of this inertia in Canadian life than in British. The  
suddcnncss and ease of the change is also another 
evidence that political movements in Canada are practical, 
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Canada 
not theoretical, based on practical needs, not on deep 
principles. 

Thus women have been till recently almost entirely 
outside politics in Canada, nor liavc they been used, as 
they have in Great Britain, as part of the party machine. 
Canada has no Primrose League. Indeed, there has becn 
a very deep-rooted objcction to women taking any part 
in political life, and even the candidates’ wiveshave hitherto 
played a very minor part in elcctions. A strong sub- 
conscious political influcncc they may be said to have had. 
They have becn for years the backbone of the Prohibition 
Party, and it does not seem far-fetched to *associate the 
wave of prohibition feeling and legislation with the move- 
ment in favour of tvomcn’s suffrage. 

Women’s activities there have, of course, been. T h e  
woman Lvorkcr is a very notcd feature in the religious 
life of the community. The National Council of Womcn 
has for twenty-two years been a consultative body of women. 
Moreover, in the ncw West that has been created, women 
have orgnniscd themselves along parallel lines with the 
men’s associations in Farmers’ Associations and Grain 
Growers’ Associations ; they havc worked with the men in 
close co-operation in creating the political and economic 
life of the community and they have developed leaders 
whosc advice and help are sought by the Provincial Cabinets 
and legislators. Since the war women have been en- 
franchised in British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchcwan, 
Manitoba and Ontario, and in all these Provinces the 
legislation has been passed without a struggle. A measure 
in favour of women’s suffrage is now before the Federal 
House, and, in spite of some rather academic objections 
from Quebec, seems certain to pass. In  British Columbia 
and Alberta women are eligible as members of the 
Legislature. There is at present one woman representative 
in the British Colunibia Legislature and two in that of 
Alberta, of whom one was elected by thc soldiers’ votc 
as the soldiers’ representative when she was serving 
Overseas as a nursing sister. 
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The Wonian’s klocement in Canada 
In  making the special legislation to govern the federal 

war clcction the Conservative Government gave votes to  
.the wives, mothers and sisters of members of the C.E.F. 
Thcre were obvious objcctions to  this as class enfranchise- 
mcnt or indccd as a political dodge, but when Union 
Government was dccidcd on it confirmed the mcasurc, 
which could only bc justified on the principle J a h  
rcipublicae suprema lex. 

So for the first time in a fcdcral election women worked 
and voted, and the great majorit) of this vdte was cast for 
Union Govcrnmcnt. Though it is true that Union Govcrn- 
mcnt would have bccn carried without the women’s vote, 
yet these new voters, coming into thc fight free from old 
party fricndships, showing an unprcjudiccd conviction in 
fnvour of a strong war policy, had a markcd influcnce on 
public opinion. 

In the lull that followcd the clcction, when the ncw 
Government w s  formulating its policy before meeting 
Parliarncnt, the \Var Committee of the Cabinet, rcalising 
that vomcn had comc pcrmancntly into the political lifc 
of the country, and acting, i t  is said, on the initiative of 
Mr. Rowell, summoncd a t  short notice a Confcrencc of 
women to meet thcm a t  Ottawa, just as they had previously 
summoncd thc Provincial Premiers and the rcprcsentatives 
of organiscd labour. This was evidently done not to  
plcasc or to reward the ncw voters, but with a gcnuinc 
desire to gct the women’s point of vicw. At about the 
same time thcy appointed a woman as one of eight Com- 
missioners to deal with registration. 

T h e  Conference was not large-75 in all-and was made 
up of the heads of such nationally organised womcn’s 
societics as the National Council, the W.C.T.U., the 
Y.\V.C.A., thc Victorian Order of Nurscs, the Association 
of Trained Nurses, la Ftdtration de St. Jean Baptiste ; of 
tcachcrs and social workers, of farmers’ wives and womcn’s 
institute leaders and of a certain numbcr of other womcn 
known for their ability or influence, chosen with a due 
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Canada 
rcgard to ensuring a t  least a rough equality of provincial 
rcprcscntation. T h e  Confcrcnce was asked primarily to 
discuss problcms connected with the more efficient 
prosecution of thc war, more especially national rcgistra- 
tion, thc substitution of women for men in industry and 
agriculture, measurcs of thrift and conservation, but no 
restrictions wcrc set, and in addition to tliesc subjects the 
Conference discussed and passed rcsolutions on questions 
of public health, of prohibition, and of the whole position 
of women in public service. 

The  War Committee of the Cabinet not only hcld joint 
scssions with the Confercnce a t  the opening to lay the 
problcms before thcm with the greatest frankness 
and a t  thc end to receive the rcsolutions, but each 
Minister was available a t  any time to give information to  
the Confcrencc or to its various sections. Every member 
of the Confcrcnce was much impressed and cncouragcd 
by thc pcrsonal and official acccssibility and helpfulness 
of the klinisters. 

Certain fundamcntal differences in women’s political 
idcals werc rcvcalcd. These were crystallised in a resolution 
moved by n menibcr from thc senior Province of Qucbcc 
thanking thc Government for calling thc Confcrencc and 
expressing thc hope that women would again be called 
into consultation. Opposition to the resolution a t  once 
developed, led by the Westerners, and the view triumphed 
that henceforward women must play their par t  in politics 
as citizens with a vote, not mcrcly as advisers called in a t  
the discretion of thc other sex. 

Thcrc is no doubt that thcre is in Canada to-day a large 
body of very intelligent women, naturally quick and 
adaptable, kccn-minded politically, willing to adopt new 
ideas on thcir merits, anxious for furthcr political education, 
and cqually little doubt that these d l  make their influencc 
felt in federal politics, as they have alieady done in the 
Western Provinces. There was a warm rcsponse to Sir 
Gcorgc E’ostcr’s eloquent plea at the final session of the 
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T h e  Woman’s Movement in Canada 
Confcrcnce that women should not forni n woman’s party, 
bug should make thcir special contribution to Cnnndbn 
politics by a rcsolutc and continucd effoit to dccpcn the 
issues and to help eliminate petty party unrealities, more 
cspccinlly the abuse of patronagc, from which so many 
curscs have come into Canadian life. 

Canada. July, 1918. 
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